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Where we got the inspiration from

We Analyzed 10,000 Google Home
Results. Here’s What We Learned
About Voice Search SEO

by Brian Dean QO Last updated Feb. 28, 2018

10,000 Results

Voice Search Ranking
Factors Study




Voice search: three devices

GOOGLE HOME GOOGLE HOME MINI ANDROID PHONE




Digital
Assistants



Operating
system

Speaker

Data

ASSISTANT
7

Android/
Chrome

Home/
Home Mini

Google

ALEXA

d

Fire OS

Echo

Bing

CORTANA

Windows

Invoke

Bing

SIRI

L/
4

|
Mac OS

HomePod

Bing/Google



Operating
system

Speaker

Data

ASSISTANT
7

Android/
Chrome

Home/
Home Mini

Google

ALEXA

d

Fire OS

Echo

Bing

CORTANA

Windows

Invoke

Bing

SIRI

L/
4

|
Mac OS

HomePod

Bing/Google



List of potential
ranking factors
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According to
. thatcoolwebsite.com
| am doing great!

Hey Google,
How are you doing? .
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How it
ooked in
real life?
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80%

of the answers
are in the top 3
organic results.

(For Android
Phones, 72%).



Position in SERP
GOOGLE HOME

41.10%

21.60%

13.70%

23.60%
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Position in SERP
ANDROID PHONE

34.10%

28.30%

14.90%

\o?

22.70%
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- 60% (@J 11.5% GQ;,

of them appearing in from People Also
of all answers Feat. Snippets Asked

come from
SERP features

(60%, 40% & 20% for
Android Phones, respectively).




Answer in SERP feature [%]
Featured snippet [%]

People also ask [%]

Videos-carousel [%]

GOOGLE HOME

71.6

61.2
11.0
0.3

GOOGLE HOME MINI

67.8

56.3
12.1
0.4

ANDROID PHONE

58.6
40.9

19.5
0.1



Result from Featured Snippet
Query: How many airports in USA?

GO gle how many airports in usa !, Q

All Images Maps News Videos More Settings Tools

About 85,900,000 results (0.74 seconds)

CIA stated that there were approximately 44,000 "... airports or airfields
recognizable from the air" around the world, including 15,095 in the US. (If you want
a paved runway, there are only 5,194.) The US has about a third of all airports, and
the most of any single country. Jan 4, 2019

How many airports does America have? - Quora
https://www.quora.com/How-many-airports-does-America-have

@ Aboutthisresult @ Feedback

People also ask

How many international airports are there in USA? v
How many airports are there? v
What are the international airports in USA? v

What are the largest airports in the USA?

How many airports does America have? - Quora

https://www.quora.com/How-many-airports-does-America-have

Jan 4, 2019 - CIA stated that there were approximately 44,000 "... airports or airfields recogn

fram the air" araund the warld includina 15 NOK in tha LIS _(If vau want 2 naved runwayv_thara a

DESKTOP

According to Quora: As of 2009,
the CIA stated that there were
approximately 44,000 airports or
airfields recognizable from the air
around the world, including
15,095 in the US.

GOOGLE ASSISTANT




Google

Result from People Also Ask
Query: Is it healthy to eat squash?

-(.
0

is it healthy to eat squash

Butternut Squash is Super Healthy and Super Delicious! - WebMD /
https://www.webmd.com/diet/features/butternut-squash-packed-with-vitamin-a-and-delic... O n ‘l'h e e bs. te

@ About this result M Feedback

thedailymeal.com, they say:..
reople slso sk These attributes help maintain
@ squach healihyto eat v healthy skin by assisting in the

Which squash is healthiest? v ° °

! e growth of skin cells.. Unlike
Is squash good for weight loss? v ° °
S - summer squash, which has edible

skin and can be eaten raw, winter

Squash also contains vitamin C, potassium, fiber, and omega-3 fatty acids. These

attributes help maintain healthy skin by assisting in the growth of skin cells. Unlike sq U q Sh is Us U q I Iy peeled q N d
summer squash, which has edible skin and can be eaten raw, winter squash is
usually peeled and must be cooked. ... From there, it's ready to eat. sep2,2014 m U S‘I' be C oo ked

L]

10 Healthy Reasons You Should be Eating Squash This Fall

https://www.thedailymeal.com/10-healthy-reasons-you-should-be-eating-squash-fall

Search for: Is it good to eat squash everyday?

Can you eat too much squash?

Is Butternut squash a bad carb? Y

DESKTOP GOOGLE ASSISTANT




Result from Video Carousel
Query: How do | do water polo?

Go gle how do | do water polo L Q

All Videos News Images Shopping More Settings Tools
About 423,000,000 results (0.72 secon ds)
N0\ - i Ninh Explains ...
=2
G

The Rules of

According to Wikipedia:. Water
polo is a competitive team sport
played in the water between two
T —— teams.. The game consists of four
et T quarters in which the two teams
V attempt to score goals by
s . throwing the ball into the
opposing team's goal.

The Rules of Water Olympic Water Polo - "Water Polo Basics":
Polo - EXPLAINED! A Beginner's Guide How to Play Water >

Polo ‘ ’
Ninh Ly Olympic MasterShake166

YouTube - Oct 23,2015 = YouTube - Apr 23,2014  YouTube - Apr 20, 2009

DESKTOP GOOGLE ASSISTANT




Examples of questions appearing as a
Featured Snippet on Google Home / Home Mini,
but not as a SERP feature on the Android Phone

which country is the largest producer of goji berry

which country is the largest producer of Apple

which country has the most clothes

when was Dalian founded

what was the profession of Woodrow Wilson before fame
what should | see in Portugal

what should | see in Nicaragua

what should | see in Dominican Republic
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/On the website diciionclry.coD

they say: without interest or
concern; not caring; apathetic:
his indifferent attitude toward the
suffering of others. having no bias,
prejudice, or preference;
impartial; disinterested. neither
good nor bad in character or
quality; average; routine: an
indifferent specimen.

v Example of answer
containing 42 words

(Question: give me a good
example of indifferent)



&

Text complexity ranks
around 8 on the
Flesch Kincaid Grade




In general, the results
from voice search are
understandable to the
average 15-year-old.

Android results use
lower difficulty



Text complexity (readability, difficult words, length of
words/sentences) is higher in Google Home devices.
Since a user might opt to read the text of the answer
on the screen of an Android Phone, it seems that
Google favours lower text complexity in this case.

Coleman Liau index

Difficult words

Flesch reading ease

GOOGLE HOME

10.3

9.3

62.2

GOOGLE HOME MINI

10.3

9.2

62.6

ANDROID PHONE

11.0

8.4

56.0



GOOGLE
HOME MINI

GOOGLE
HOME

PHONE 18%

42%

40%

Percentage of answers
containing a link
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Technical/
SEO Factors




Schema

GOOGLE HOME DEVICES -

ANSWERS

36.10%

=No Schema

s/Article

= Organization

= Breadcrumb list
Others

Schema

ANDROID PHONE - ANSWERS

29.70%

=No Schema

s/Article

= Organization

= Breadcrumb list
Others

-0 SeImrusH



GOOGLE HOME GOOGLE HOME MINI ANDROID PHONE

[%] Answer Others Answer Others Answer Others

No schema 36.1 28.8 36.1 28.1 29.7 33.1



Most results within
the Google'’s top
10, and beyond,
had already
added that extra
layer of security

HTTPS is not a factor already

HTTPS usage in top 10 organic results

US DATA ALL INDUSTRIES

o

90.32%

Using
HTTPS
Not using
HTTPS

HTTPS usage in top 20 organic results

US DATA ALL INDUSTRIES

&

89.13%

Using
HTTPS
Not using

“HTTPS



Speed indicators seem to be
iImportant for all devices. For
a majority of questions, the
answer chosen by Google
loads faster than the
average page in the SERP.

=

@olgandrienko



GOOGLE HOME GOOGLE HOME MINI ANDROID PHONE

Answer Others Answer Others Answer Others

time-to-interactive 3.02 3.09 3.06 3.17 3.33 3.13

ttfb 0.5500 0.6414 0.5464 0.6425 0.6401 0.6341



Page Speed for answers and non-answers

Average Speed of

Speed of Answer Answer is X Times

SO (milliseconds) MRS LS Faster
(milliseconds)
COOGLE HO:,\A,% S Where does a bird live 207 3059.2 14.8
OOcLE Hom:ENll > What are the rules of horse ball 260 3435.5 13.2
What is the typical size of a
ANDROID ronitor 230 2267.8 9.9

ANDROID Best recipes from New Zealand 701 4478.0 6.4



YES

Summary: 8 ranking factors analyzed

Featured @

Ranking Snippets & :
in Top PPA Backlinks

Word count @
= 42 words

approx. Schema

Other SERP
Features



SEMrush voice search poll (May 15)

SEMrush @ ]
—~20 Following v
@semrush

As a user, how often do you use
#voicesearch?

8% Daily

20% Sometimes )
31% Rarely

41% Never

274 votes * 2 hours left



“The world hasn't completely shiffed to voice,
nor do we expect it to. Screens bring a
completely new canvas for conversational Al,
where we can bring together voice and
touch in an intelligent way.”

, Scott Huffman
VP OF ENGINEERING
w AT GOOGLE



https://blog.google/perspectives/scott-Huffman/five-insights-voice-technology/

“In the US, on our mobile app
in Android, 1in 5 queries...

LR ¢

SUNDAR PICHAI
CEO Google
i/o 2016 keynote

20%

of our queries -
are voice queries
and that share is
growing.”

@olgandrienko



What SEOs should
focus on today




can i drink tap water in australia !, Q

Q Al Eimages ENews & Maps [JVideos i More Settings  Tools

About 225,000,000 results (0.64 seconds)

For the most part, you can drink the tap water in the US, Canada, Australia, New
Zealand, Western Europe, Japan, South Korea, Singapore, and Hong Kong. ... But
the tap water is still safe. You don't need to buy tons of bottled water while you're
traveling around Australia or Germany. oct 26, 2014

Can You Drink the Water? | Travel Made Simple
https://travel-made-simple.com » can-you-drink-the-water

@ About Featured Snippets @ Feedback

People also ask

Is Sydney tap water safe to drink? v
Can | drink tap water in Melbourne? v
Can | drink tap water in Brisbane? v
Is Perth tap water OK to drink? v
Feedback

Question about drinking water - Australia Forum - TripAdvisor
https://www.tripadvisor.com.au > ... » Australia » Australia Travel Forum v

In all Australian cities and in towns of reasonable size, the tap water is fine to drink. Some
people find the water supply in some places to taste quite mineralised as it may be drawn from

FEATURED SNIPPETS

People also ask

What is considered the healthiest fruit? v
What is the best fruit for weight loss? v
What fruits should you eat everyday? v
What is the best fruit to eat in the morning? v
Feedback

PEOPLE ALSO ASK




Breaking Down Featured Snippet Questions

QUESTIONS

?

Designed by: Ghergich & Co.

WHAT 3.52%
WHO 12.00%
WHEN 5.00%
WHERE 3.00%
WHY 0.00%
ARE 0.00%
WAS 0.00%
WHICH 12.00%
WILL 0.00%
HOW 2.00%
HAVE 25.00%
DOES 0.00%
DO 0.00%
CAN 0.00%
IS 0.00%
SHOULD 0.00%

3.93%

11.09%
9.00%
6.00%
15.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
30.00%
0.00%
42.00%
0.00%
0.00%
1.00%
1.00%
0.00%
2.00%
7.07%

85.39%
79.70%
89.18%
82.42%
99.45%
100.00%
100.00%
57.36%
100.00%
55.47%
75.00%
100.00%
99.22%
99.28%
99.22%
98.28%
88.97%

S2ImrusH

89%

of questions should
be optimized for
paragraph
featured snippets.

Voice search
IS about
PARAGHRAPHS



Breaking Down Featured Snippet Questions

o= PARAGRAPH  Wods Charscters
To optimize for
— m— oaragraph
Maximum 8 52 featured snippets,
e craft succinct
== has 87 26 paragraphs in the
Maximum 5 7 40 to 60-word
L wee e we range, or roughly
Aa A - 2l 350 characters

Designed by: Ghergich & Co. S5eImrusH



Percentage of PAAs

- TM KW analysed 427K
- 427,000 with PAA -> 43% ‘ with PAA

o L




Positions of the sites presented in the PAA box

~ 80% of PAA don't rank in
organic results by the
keywords examined

e ~2.3% of PAA come from
position 5-9

e ~4.3% of PAAs are
generated from positions
10-20

e ~ 8.2% sites with outside

the TOP 20 position appear
in PA

i

79.30%
80.00%

60.00%

40.00%

20.00%

1.81%

B MOBILE

Suddenly...
everyone has a
chance ;)

8.15%
4.32%

06400 05000 0450'0 2340 .

0.00%
-1 1 2 3

keywords examined

< 5-9 10-20 21-100



ools that help with Featured Snippets and PAAs
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ANSWER THE PUBLIC TOPIC RESEARCH BY SEMRUSH




|n'|'e|'e S‘l'ed in 0 Find the full study here:
o L4 bit.ly/voice-search-semrush
learning more?

@olgandrienko
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